
2016 Southwest Regional ETS Business Meeting Minutes 

1. Rhyne Putnam called the business meeting to order and opened with prayer. 

2. Rhyne Putnam expressed thanks to Michael Burer and staff of Dallas Theological 
Seminary, officers  of the various societies present (ETS, EPS, EMS). 

3. John Laing distributed the 2015 SW Regional minutes. Charles Savelle moved, Craig 
Mitchell seconded, motion passed and entered into official record. 

4. John Laing presented the financial report for the region. 

5. Michael Burer offered a program report: Total of 59 parallel papers presented for ETS 
and affiliate societies; two plenary addresses, one each from Douglas Moo and Ed 
Glenny. As of 4/1/16, 171 registered participants for ETS/EPS/EMS. 

6. Next year’s meeting: Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, TX. David 
Hutchison and Steven James co-program chairs. Dates for 2016 and theme are 
forthcoming. 

7. New Business: Election of officers. John Laing expressed his desire to transition from 
position of Secretary/Treasurer due to sabbatical leave next year and increasing 
responsibilities in other areas. No volunteers or nominations were presented, so John 
Laing will remain in the position. President: Michael Burer was elected unanimously. 
Next Vice-Program Chair was discussed, with NOBTS and SWBTS-Houston expressing 
interested. Agreement was reached that 2018 meeting will be held at SWBTS Houston, 
and 2019 meeting at NOBTS. John Laing moved that Charles Savelle be considered for 
Vice-Program Chair, Debra Dyk seconded. Robert Stewart moved to cease nominations, 
Charles Savelle unanimously elected. Discussion for next year’s Vice-Program Chair 
included Adam Harwood (of NOBTS).   

Student Paper Contest: Discussion was opened regarding a more formal process for 
obtaining and evaluating student papers for the combined ETS/EPS/EMS paper 
competition. John Laing suggested an on-going position of “Student Paper Competition 
Coordinator” in order to streamline the process and have continuity from one year to the 
next. Robert Stewart moved to nominate Greg Trickett for the position. Motion passed 
unanimously. 



8. Rhyne Putnam asked if there was any other new business. Seeing that none was 
proposed, he then moved that we adjourn. Greg Trickett seconded, and motion passed 
unanimously.


